
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION  Board Auditorium 
Portland Public Schools Blanchard Education Service Center 
STUDY SESSION 501 North Dixon Street 
January 22, 2013 Portland, Oregon 97227 
 
  Note: Those wishing to speak before the School Board should sign the public comment sheet prior to the start of 
the meeting.  No additional speakers will be accepted after the sign-in sheet is removed, but testifiers are 
welcome to sign up for the next meeting.  While the School Board wants to hear from the public, comments must 
be limited to three minutes.  All those testifying must abide by the Board’s Rules of Conduct for Board meetings. 

 
 Public comment related to an action item on the agenda will be heard immediately following staff presentation on 

that issue.  Public comment on all other matters will be heard during the “Public Comment” time. 
 

This meeting may be taped and televised by the media. 
 

   

 
 
 

STUDY SESSION AGENDA 
 

1. PUBLIC COMMENT       6:00 pm 

 

2. ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE: UPDATE   6:20 pm 

 

3. BUDGET DISCUSSION                                                                            7:00 pm    

 

4. JEFFERSON PK-8 ENROLLMENT BALANCING DISCUSSION 7:45 pm 

 

5. BUSINESS AGENDA 8:45 pm    

 

6. ADJOURN 8:50 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The next meeting of the Board will be a Regular Session held on 
January 28, 2013, at 6:00 pm in the Board Auditorium at the Blanchard 
Education Service Center. 
 

 

Portland Public Schools Nondiscrimination Statement 

Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their 
roles in society.  All individuals and groups shall be treated with fairness in all activities, programs 
and operations, without regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, 
religion, sex, or sexual orientation.  



 Board of Education Informational Report 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:  January 22, 2013 
 
To:  Members of the Board of Education 
 
From:  Vân Truong, ESL Director  
         
Subject: Data Update and Progress Report on ESL Program      
 
 
 
This Memorandum provides a data update and progress report on the District’s English as 
Second Language Program, with special emphasis on program improvement, access to a 
quality education for students identified as English Language Learners (ELL), and 
recommendations. 
 
 
CONTEXT 
 
In 2010, a highly critical report from the district’s auditor cited reasons for ESL’s poor 
achievement outcomes and compliance problems.  Since then, we  met state compliance last 
year, but our ESL data and achievement gap have not improved.  Evidence of these problems 
include: 

- The achievement gaps between the district data and ESL data vary from 30% to 50% 
between Elementary and High schools in reading and math.  

- The graduation rate for ESL students remain within 30’s percent – this is about a 25% 
gap compared to the district overall graduation rate. 

- PPS has not met our Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives state targets for 7 
years. 

- In the 2011-12 data, a noticeable percentage of ESL students have declined or stayed 
the same in their English Language Proficiency Assessment.  

 
 
What are we this year to change ESL student achievement? 
 
Professional Development 

- Aligned professional development with Special Ed, Dual Language, Curriculum and 
Instruction, Early Learners and Ed Options  

- Collaborating with Curriculum and Instruction Department deliver Sheltered Instruction 
within Common Core Professional Development 

- Developed Job Alike for ESL teachers based on teachers’ requests and student data  
- Scheduled five sessions with CAO, OTL, RA’s, Equity Team, Family Engagement, 

building principals and teachers  - Understand Emergent Bilingual Students – Dual 
Identified students – Special Ed and ESL – with Luis Versailles 

- Training bilingual community agents and educational assistants on various topics 
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 Conferences 
- COSA Law, Summer 2012 
- Performance Standards Verification Workshop, Fall 2012 
- AMLE 39th Annual Conference for Middle School Education, Fall 2012 
- Council of Great City Schools, Fall 2012 
- Courageous Conversations Summit, Fall 2012 
- Center on Teaching & Learning Professional Development, Fall 2012 
- Albuquerque School District: Text Complexity, Fall 2012 
- Alliance for Multilingual Multicultural Education, Winter 2013 
- Oregon Association of Latino Administrators: Oregon’s Educational Changes, Winter 

2013 
- OLAA Summit, Winter 2013 

 
 
ESL Program Progress and Action Plans 

- Created 2012-13 program progress report and action plan based on Dick Tracy’s report 
and students’ achievement data 

 
Temporary Assessment Center in August and September 

- Supported schools in the initial assessments to better identify our ESL students and to 
provide better support to our parents 

 
Assessment 

- Selected the formative assessment called A Developmental English Proficiency Test 
(ADEPT)  as a English Language Proficiency progress monitoring tool 

- Trained our English Language Development Instructional Specialists (ELDIS) to provide 
training and coaching on ADEPT for our ESL teachers 

- Will identify several schools to pilot ADEPT in 2013-14 school year 
 
Curriculum/Instructional Practices 

- Created Newcomer Curriculum K-12 and use iPads as instructional tool for students 
- Purchased supplemental materials for High School Newcomer students 
- Developed English Language Development (ELD) curriculum aligned to District K-2 

Science Kits - Completed  
- Trained our ELD Instructional Specialist on “Text Complexity” instructional strategy for 

ESL teachers – identify schools to pilot Text Complexity in 2013-14 school year  
- Created one Stop Virtual ESL Store for ESL teachers to obtain curriculum support, 

instructional materials, training videos and other support  
- Ongoing classroom visitations and walkthroughs 
- Created Radio Broadcasting and Video After school classes 
- Visiting successful ESL program models across Oregon and other States 

 
 
Implementing Pilot Content-Based English Language Development (ELD) model:  

-  Dual Language Program - Rigler  
-  Non-Dual Language Program - Woodmere 
- Collecting data from both schools on ELL students’ progress 

 
Parent/Community Involvement 

- Attending community events and meetings 
- Ongoing meetings with the Coalition of Communities of Color 
- Organizing ESL Parent meetings and Family Nights 
- Send ESL Parents to conference about advocacy and leadership 
- Form an ELL Advisory Committee 
- Holding ESL Jefferson Cluster Redesign meetings 
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Student Leadership 

- Organizing first International Youth Leadership Conference 
- Create ESL student survey 
- Interviewed students to gain student perspective 
- Support student cultural activities 

  
 
NEXT STEPS 
Newcomer Planning 
Evaluate programs and best practices for our Newcomer students; plan to implement better 
strategies and support toward their success. 
 
ESL Program Strategic Plan for 5 years 
Ensure that our ESL students attain English proficiency, develop high levels of academic 
attainment in English, to meet the same challenging state academic content and standards, at 
the same time feel proud of their heritage culture.   
 
Potential Solution/Process to Find Best Practices for ELL students in DLP  
Form a PPS Study Group to use a systematic approach to explore best practices, research, 
other schools or districts using content-based ELD effectively, and draft a recommendation for 
program development that will be presented for consideration of Lau Plan inclusion, as well as 
long term planning for sustainability. 

 
Monitor Student Progress 
Create accountability system to monitor student progress with RTI strategies that are culturally 
relevant for ESL students 
 
Dual Language 
Work with Dual Language committee to research the best ESL program models and identify the 
models that support our DL programs; focus on increasing the percentage of English language 
learners across Dual Language programs by informing parents upon ESL identification of DL 
options 
 
CHALLENGES 
 
High School Graduation 

-Many ESL High School students do not have full schedules 
-Sheltered classes vary across High Schools 
-Essential Skills Graduation Requirements are a challenge for many ELLs 
-Long Term ELLs feel unpowered 
-Over identified Elementary ELLs (Spec Ed) are not held to higher expectations 
 

 
Newcomers & Preliterate Students 

- Need for intensive language support 
- Need for reading and math basic skills instruction 
- Increase sheltered instruction for content courses ensuring students’ obtain credit 
- Need acculturation to be at the center of supporting student transition to U.S. 

educational system 
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District Culture Change 
- Shift thinking about who is accountable for ELLs 
- English Language Development instruction needs to happen all day long, not just in 

ESL classes 
- ELLs aren’t prioritized like Special Education and Academic Priority Students to 

ensure full day courses 
 

 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
Our ELLs students are most successful when: 

- School leaders, administrators and educators recognize that educating ELLs is the 
responsibility of the entire staff  

- Language development and literacy are infused throughout the educational process, 
including curriculum and instruction 

- Assessment is authentic, credible to learners and instructors, and takes into account 
first, and second language literacy development 

 
These are just three out of several principles for building an ELL-Responsive Learning 
Environment to create successful learning environment for our ELL students.  We need to 
understand that the success of our ELL students do not rely on just the ESL department but the 
whole district.    
 
Since Vietnamese is the second largest language spoken in the ESL program, we will be 
looking at the potential of starting a Vietnamese Dual Language Program to support our 
Vietnamese ESL students.   
 
 
DATA UPDATE 
 
Appendices 

1. Languages of ELL Students – PPS 2012-13 
2. Math Meets and Exceeds Oaks Data 2011-12 
3. Reading Meets and Exceeds Oaks Data 2011-12 
4. Definition for Annual Measurement Achievement Objectives (AMAOs) 
5. AMAO 1 Targets 
6. AMAO 2A Targets 
7. AMAO 2B Targets 
8. District Wide English Language Proficiency Assessment Data 2011-12 – with AMAO 

Targets 
9. Percent of Students NOT advancing an ELPA level in 3 years – by Language 
10. PPS English Second Language (ESL) Student Profile Data 
11. Years in ESL Program before exiting in 2011-12 
12. Dual Identified Spec Ed and ESL Data 
13. ESL Program Teacher Job Alike Professional Development 2012-13 
14. ESL District Wide Professional Development 2012-13 
15. Dick Tracy’s Audit Summary Report and Recommendations 
16. International Youth Leadership Conference 2013 Flyer 
17. ELLs Country of Birth 1-14-13 
18. HS ELL on Track to Graduation Data 2012-13 

 
 
 
 











































































 

RESOLUTION No. XXXX 
 

Amendment No. 1 to the 2012/13 Budget for School District No. 1J, 
Multnomah County, Oregon 

 
RECITALS 

 
A. On June 25, 2012 the Board, by way of Resolution No. 4619, voted to adopt an annual budget for 

the Fiscal Year 2012/13 as required under Local Budget Law.  
 

B. Board Policy 8.10.030-AD, “Budget Reallocations – Post Budget Adoption,” establishes the 
guidelines to ensure consistent and detailed communication on fiscal issues between the 
Superintendent and the Board of Education (“Board”).  
 

C. Oregon Local Budget Law, ORS 294.471, allows budget changes after adoption under prescribed 
guidelines. 

D. This Amendment No. 1 will revise the FY 2012/13 Adopted Budget under ORS 294.471 
guidelines, which states the budget may be amended at a regular meeting of the governing body. 

E. Amendment No. 1 adjusts Beginning Fund Balances to match the FY 2011/12 actual Ending 
Fund Balances as reflected in the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for that fiscal 
year, adjusts program allocations for funds to more accurately reflect intended expenditures, and 
rebalances all funds as needed. 

F. The change in expenditures in three funds (Fund 405 – School Modernization; Fund 407 – IT 
Systems Project Fund; Fund 435 – Energy Efficient Schools Fund) will be changed by more than 
10% under this amendment. Local budget law requires a public hearing on these changes. A 
public hearing occurred prior to Board action. 

 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
1. Having held a public hearing on this amendment as required under local budget law, the Board 

hereby amends budgeted revenues and expenditure appropriation levels as summarized by Fund 
and Appropriation Level in Attachment A for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2012.  

 
 
D. Wynde / N. Sullivan 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
ATTACHMENT “A” 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 26,657,817       4,266,874  30,924,691      

Local Sources 265,494,250     (1,910,999) 263,583,251    

Intermediate Sources 13,080,000       -               13,080,000      

State Sources 156,532,000     -               156,532,000    

Federal Sources 500,000           -               500,000          

Other Sources 2,000,000         -               2,000,000       

Total 464,264,067     2,355,875  466,619,942    

Requirements

Instruction 259,956,472     (3,388,039) 256,568,433    

Support Serv ices 174,725,913     2,110,718  176,836,631    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices 1,523,503         40,000       1,563,503       

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 205,200           6,174        211,374          

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out 10,184,033       399,678     10,583,711      

Contingency 17,668,946       3,187,344  20,856,290      

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 464,264,067     2,355,875  466,619,942    

Fund 101 - General Fund



 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 2,960,318         571,612     3,531,930       

Local Sources 8,818,532         -               8,818,532       

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 11,778,850       571,612     12,350,462      

Requirements

Instruction 8,954,082         -               8,954,082       

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                     -               -                    

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance 2,824,768         571,612     3,396,380       

Total 11,778,850       571,612     12,350,462      

Fund 201 - Student Body Activity Fund

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 2,530,373         1,493,810  4,024,183       

Local Sources 3,715,501         (12,400)      3,703,101       

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources 213,844           -               213,844          

Federal Sources 12,985,533       (45,350)      12,940,183      

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 19,445,251       1,436,060  20,881,311      

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices 18,377,793       1,436,060  19,813,853      

Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                     -               -                    

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance 1,067,458         -               1,067,458       

Total 19,445,251       1,436,060  20,881,311      

Fund 202 - Cafeteria Fund



 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 15,279,273       (890)          15,278,383      

Local Sources 196,337           -               196,337          

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 15,475,610       (890)          15,474,720      

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                     -               -                    

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out 1,900,000         -               1,900,000       

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance 13,575,610       (890)          13,574,720      

Total 15,475,610       (890)          15,474,720      

Fund 225 - PERS Rate Stabilization Reserve Fund

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance -                     5,219        5,219             

Local Sources 35,834,326       (5,219)       35,829,107      

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 35,834,326       -               35,834,326      

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                     -               -                    

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out 35,834,326       -               35,834,326      

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 35,834,326       -               35,834,326      

Fund 308 - PERS UAL Debt Service Fund



 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 5,498,172         516,450     6,014,622       

Local Sources 1,601,000         -               1,601,000       

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 7,099,172         516,450     7,615,622       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 6,867,952         516,450     7,384,402       

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out 231,220           -               231,220          

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 7,099,172         516,450     7,615,622       

Fund 404 - Construction Excise Fund

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 3,289,063         296,331     3,585,394       

Local Sources 10,000             -               10,000            

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 3,299,063         296,331     3,595,394       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 2,799,063         296,331     3,095,394       

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency 500,000           -               500,000          

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 3,299,063         296,331     3,595,394       

Fund 405 - School Modernization Fund



 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 1,812,702         (192,086)    1,620,616       

Local Sources 1,008               (108)          900                

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 1,813,710         (192,194)    1,621,516       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices 1,654,300         (243,077)    1,411,223       

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                     -               -                    

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency 159,410           50,883       210,293          

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 1,813,710         (192,194)    1,621,516       

Fund 407 - IT Systems Project Fund

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 4,450,251         81,760       4,532,011       

Local Sources 19,000             -               19,000            

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 4,469,251         81,760       4,551,011       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 4,469,251         81,760       4,551,011       

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 4,469,251         81,760       4,551,011       

Fund 420 - Full Faith and Credit Fund



 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 1,863,478         (657,251)    1,206,227       

Local Sources 853,839           -               853,839          

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 2,717,317         (657,251)    2,060,066       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 2,717,317         (657,251)    2,060,066       

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 2,717,317         (657,251)    2,060,066       

Fund 435 - Energy Efficient Schools Fund

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance -                     832,251     832,251          

Local Sources -                     -               -                    

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     500,000     500,000          

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources 18,362,947       399,678     18,762,625      

Total 18,362,947       1,731,929  20,094,876      

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 18,362,947       1,731,929  20,094,876      

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 18,362,947       1,731,929  20,094,876      

Fund 438 - Facilities Capital Project Fund



 

 

 

 

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 1,426,644         166,386     1,593,030       

Local Sources 1,532,766         -               1,532,766       

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources -                     -               -                    

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 2,959,410         166,386     3,125,796       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction 2,959,410         166,386     3,125,796       

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency -                     -               -                    

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 2,959,410         166,386     3,125,796       

Fund 480 - Recovery Fund

Adopted Change Amendment 

Budget Amount #1

Resources

Beginning Fund Balance 3,830,346         (1,030,088) 2,800,258       

Local Sources 2,803,154         -               2,803,154       

Intermediate Sources -                     -               -                    

State Sources 262,500           -               262,500          

Federal Sources -                     -               -                    

Other Sources -                     -               -                    

Total 6,896,000         (1,030,088) 5,865,912       

Requirements

Instruction -                     -               -                    

Support Serv ices 3,176,937         10             3,176,947       

Enterprise & Community  Serv ices -                     -               -                    

Facilities Acquisition & Construction -                     -               -                    

Debt Serv ice & Transfers Out -                     -               -                    

Contingency 3,719,063         (1,030,098) 2,688,965       

Ending Fund Balance -                     -               -                    

Total 6,896,000         (1,030,088) 5,865,912       

Fund 601 - Self Insurance Fund
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Other Matters Requiring Board Action 
 
The Superintendent RECOMMENDS adoption of the following items: 

 
Numbers 4705 and 4706 



 

3 
 

  

RESOLUTION No. 4705 
 
Resolution Urging Congress and the Administration to Amend the Budget Control Act of 2011 and the 

American Taxpayer Relief Act 
 

RECITALS 
 
A.  A world class public education is essential for the future success of our nation and today’s 

schoolchildren. 
 

B. The Budget Control Act of 2011 was amended by the American Taxpayer Relief  
Act, which includes provisions to impose more than $1.1 trillion in across-the-board budget cuts 
to almost all federal programs including education that would become effective March 1, 2013. 
 

C. These across-the-board budget cuts, also known as sequestration, would have a dramatic 
impact on education funding and could result in larger class sizes, fewer course offerings, loss 
of extracurricular activities, and teacher and staff lay-offs.  
 

D. Portland Public Schools as well as other public schools throughout the nation, would be 
impacted by an estimated $2 billion loss from just three programs alone – Title I grants (support 
for high poverty schools/students), IDEA (special education state grants) and Head Start (pre-
kindergarten programs) – that serve a combined 30.7 million children. For PPS the loss is 
estimated to be between $1.65 and $2.3 million for the 2013-14 school year. 

 
E. Federal funding for K-12 programs was already reduced by more than $835 million in Fiscal 

Year 2011, and state and local funding for education continues to be impacted by budget cuts 
and lower local property tax revenues.  

 
F. States and local governments have very limited capacity to absorb further budget cuts from 

sequestration, as Portland Public Schools has already implemented cuts commensurate to 
state and local budget conditions. 
 

RESOLUTION 
 
The Portland Public Schools Board of Education urges Congress and the Administration to take 
immediate action to avoid the drastic cuts to education that would affect our students and communities, 
and to protect education as an investment critical to economic stability and American competitiveness.  
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RESOLUTION No. 4706 
 

Resolution Encouraging Oregon’s Congressional and State Delegations to 
Enact Measures to Increase School Safety 

 
RECITALS 

 
A. At Portland Public Schools the safety of students is one of our most important responsibilities; 

when parents entrust their children to us, we take this responsibility seriously. 
 

B. As we proactively review internal safety protocols and procedures, we acknowledge that some 
aspects of school safety must be addressed by federal and state elected officials. 

 
C. This resolution calls on Oregon’s Congressional delegation and state Legislative leaders to 

enact common-sense measures to protect school children and our community from gun 
violence. 

 
D. In the past year, more than 30,000 Americans died by firearms.  The Children’s Defense Fund 

states, “In 2008 and 2009, gun homicide was the leading cause of death among black teens.” 
 

RESOLUTION 
 

1. The PPS Board of Education calls on our Congressional delegation and the Oregon State 
Legislature to take action now that will keep our students from harm, enhance the security of 
the school environment and make our communities safer. 

 
2. The Board of Education specifically calls on our various statewide and federal elected officials 

to enact legislation that would bring about common-sense gun control both in access to 
firearms as well as the ability of individuals to bring them onto school campuses. 

 
3. Further, the Board of Education calls on Congress and the Oregon State Legislature to address 

the many contributing factors to gun violence, many of which were called out in President 
Obama’s Gun Violence Initiative’s report, including effective and universal background checks 
and more effective mental health supports. 

 
4. The Board of Education will support these and other common-sense measures to help ensure a 

more safe and secure environment for our children. 
 
 

 


